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while his less enterprising neighbors have

Wake up al! ye sluggards, and let the
He
who neglects advertising his busines in
his local paper, not only robs himsell of
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power than himsel{—meaning the Presi-
dent and his Cabinet—that the Constitu-
tion was to be submitted to the people for
their free acueptance or rejection, and that
he would use all the power at his command
to defeat its nccdptance by Congress, if it
were not thus submitted to the vote of the
people. Mr. President, I am not going to
stopand inquire how far the Nebraska bill,
which said the people should be lefi per-
fectly free to form their Constitution for
themselves, aathorized the President or
the Cabinet, or Governor Walker, or any
other. Territorial officer, to interfere and
tell the Convention of Kansas whether
they should orshouldnot submit the ques-
lion to tlhe people. I am not going to stop
to inquire how far they were authorized to
do that, it being my opinion that the spirit
of the Nebraska bilfrcquired it to be done.
It is suflicient for my purpose that the Ad-
ministration of the Federal Government
unanimously, that the Administration of
the Territorial Government, in all its parts,
unanimously understood the Territorial
law under which the Convention was as.
sembled to mean that the Constitution to
be formed by that Convention should be
submitted to the people for ratification or
rejection, and if not confirmed by & ma-
jority of the people, should be null and
void, without coming to Congress for ap-
proval. Notonly did the National Gov-
ernment and the Territorial Government
s0 understand the law at the time, but, as
[ have already stated, the peopls so under-
stood it. As a further evidence on that
point, a large namber, if not the majority,
of the delegates were instructed in the
Nominating Conventions to submit the
Constitution to the people for ratification.
I know that the delegates from Douglas
county, eight in number, Mr. Calhoun,
President of the Convention, being among
them, were not only instructed thus to
submit the question, but they signed and
published, while candidates, a written
pledge that they would submit it to the
reo e forialification. I know that men
iigh in authority, and in the confidence of
the Territorial and National Government,
canvassed every part of Kansas during the
election of delegates, and each one of them
ledged himsell to the people that no snap

d

Judgment was o be taken; that the Con-
stitution was to he submitted 1o the peo-
ple, for acceplanca or rejection; that it
would be void unlesa that was done; that
the A dministration would spurn and seorn
it as a violation of Lhe‘frincipies on which
it came into power, and that a Democratic
Congress would hurl it from their pres-
ence, as an insult to Democrats who stood
pledged to see the people left feee to foim
their domestic institutions for themselves,
Not only that, Sir, but up to the time when
the Convention assembled, on the 1st of
September, so far se I can learn, it was
understood everywhere that the Constitu-
tionr was to be submitted for ratification or
rejection, They met, however, on the 1st
of September, and adjourned until afier
the October election. I think it wise and
prudent that they slould thus have ad-
journed. They did net wish to bring any
question into l.l{nl. election which would di-
vide the Democratic party, and weakeu our
chances of success in the election,

I was rejoiced when I saw that they did
adjourn, 80 asnot to show their hand ¢nany
question that would divide and distract the
party until after the election, During that
recess, while the Convention was adjourn-
ed; Governor Ransom, the Demoeratic
candidate for Congress, running againsc
the present dele from that ﬁ'umwr}',
was ¢anvassing every part of Kansas in
favor of the guch'ina of submitting the
Constitutian tothe people, declaring that
the Democratic party were in favor of such
submission, andp:IuL it was a slander of
the Black Republicans to intimate the
charge that the Democratic fnrly did not
intend to carry out that pledge in good
faith. ‘Thus, up to the lime of the meet-
ing of the Convention, in October last, the
pretence was kept up, the profession was
ofenlv' made, and believed by me, and I
thought believed by them, that the Con-
vention intended to submit a Constitution
to the people, and not o attempt Lo put &
Government in operation without such sub-
mission. The election being over, the
Democrotic party being defeated by an
overwhelming vote, the Opposition havin
triumphed, and possession of botﬁ
hranches of the islature, and having
electad their Territorial Delegate, the Con-
vention assembled and then to
complete their work. Now let us stop ko
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people to which it
for their free acoepl-
ance or rejection. How is it to be sub-
mitted? 1t shall be submitted in this
form: **Constitugion with Slavery or Coun-
stitution with no Bluvery.”  All men must
vote for the Constifution, whether they
like it or not, in order to be permitted to
vote for or agsinst Slavery. Thusa Con-
stitution made by a Convention that had
authority to assemble and petition fora re-
dress of grievances, but not to establish a
government—a Constitution made undera
pledge of honor that it should be submit-
ted 16 the people before it took effect; a
Constitution which provides, on ite Tace,
that it shall bave no validity except what
it derives from such submission—is sub-
mitled to .he people at an election where
all men are at liberty to come forward free-
ly, without hindrance, and vote for it, but
no man is permitted to record a vote aguinst
it. ‘That wauld be as fair an election as
some of the enemies of Napoleon attribu-
ted to him when he was elected First Con-
sul. He is said to have called out Lis
troope and had them reviewed by his offi-
cers with a spéech, patsiotic and fair ic its
professions, in which he said to them :
“Now, my soldiers, you are to go to the
election and vote freely just as you please.
If you vote for Napoleon, all is well; vote
nfumal. him, and you are inatantly to be
shot.” That was a fairelection. [Laugh-
ter.] This election is to be equally fair.
All men in fuvor of the Conatitution may
vote for it; all men against it shall not vote
at all. Why not let them vote against it?
[ presume you have asked wmany a man
this question. T have asked a very large
number of the gentlemen who framed the
Constitution, quite & number of delegates,
and a still larger number of persons who
aie thelr friends, and I have received the
same answer from every one of them. I
never received any other answer, What
is that? 'They say if they allowed a neg-
ative vote, the Constitution would have
been voted down by an overwhelming ma-
jority, and hence the fellows shall not be
allowed to vote at all. [Laughter.]

Mr. P:f-‘esideut. that may be I.r;la. Itis
uo part of my purpose to deny the propo-
sili(l:: that t{nl: onstimtidnrwuulf hfve
been voted down if submitted to the peo-
ple. 1 believe it would have been voted
down by a majority of four to one. I am
informed by men well posted there—Dem-
ocrats—tliat it wculd%‘: voted down by
ten to one; eome say twenty to one. But
isita good rea hy you should declare
it in force, with ing submitted to the
people, merely because it would have been
voted down by five to one, if you had sub-
mitted it? hat does that fact prove?—
Does it not show undeniably, thatan over-
whelmingly majority of the people of Kan-
sas are unalterably opposed to the Consti-
tution? Will you force it on them against
their will simply because they would have
voted it down if you had consulted them?
1f you will, are you going to for¢e it upon
them under the plea of leaving them per-
fectly free to formt and regulate their do-
mesiic ingt'tut ons in their own way? 1Is
that the mode in which I am called upon
to carry out the principle of self-govern-
ment and popular sovereignty in the Ter-
ritories— to force & Constitution on the ‘)ee
ple agninst their will, in opposition to their
protest, with a knowledge of the fact, and
then to assign, as a resson for my tyran-
ny, that they would have been so obstinate
and so perverse as t vote down the Con-
stitution if I had given them an opl:orma
nity to be consulted nbout it?  Sir, I deny
your right or miné to inquire of these peo-
ple what the objections to that Constitution

are.

They have a right to judge for them-
selves whether they like or dislike it. Tt
is noanswer to me that the Constitution is
a good one and unobjectionable. 1t isunot
satisfrotory to me to have the President
say in his Message that the Constituticn
is an admirabla one, like all the Constitu.
tions of the new Siates that have been re-
cently formed. Whather or bad,
whether obuoxious or not, is wone of my
business and none of yours. It is their
business and not ours. 1 care not what
they have in their Constitution, so that it
suits them and does not violate the Cousti-
tution of the United States and the funda-
meutal principles of liberty upon which our
institutions rest. I am not going to argue
the question whethe the banking system
e¢stablished m that Constitution is wise or
unwise. Itsayé there shall be no monop-
olies, but there shall.ba one bank of dis-
eount in the State, with two branches.—
Al I have tosay on that point is, if they
want a hanking systam, let  them have iv;
if they donot want it, let them prohibit it.
If they want a bank with twe branches,
be it so; if they wanttwenty, it is none of

business; snd it matters not to me
whether one of them shall be on the North
side and the other on the Bouth side of the
Kaw river, or where they shall be.

While I have mo right to expect to ‘be
consulied on that point, I do hold that the
people of Kansasliave the right to be con-
sulted and ta degide it, and you have no
rightful au to deprive them of that
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.Joitizenship iv the United States mﬂl
they | think that no

should voie or hold
‘office until he has been here twenty years,

Il {they have & right o think so; and if ama-

jority of the people of Kansas think that
no man_of foreign birth should vote or
hold office unless he has lived there twenty
80, and I have
no right to interfere with them; it is their
‘business, not mine; but if Ilived there I
should not be willing to have that provis-
jon in the Conetitation without being heard
upon the subject, and allowed to record my
againstit. 1 have nothing (6 say
heir system of taxation, in which
- ; "back ‘and résoried to the
old and exploded system that we tried in
1llinois, bat abandoned because we did not
like it. If they wish to try it, and get
tired of it, and abandon it, be it so; but if
I were a citizen of Kansas I would profit
by the experience of Illinois on that sub-
ject, and defeat it if I could. Yot I have
no objection to their having it if they want
it;ai:; in thei‘r bnun?aa, not m‘f::a
it is in to the n 8.
They provide :I;sgt‘m free negro a:gl'?ebe
permitted to live in Kansas. 1 suppo
they have a right to say so if they choose;
but if 1 lived there I shonld want to vote
on that quastion. We, in Illinois, provide
thint no more shall come there. esay Lo
the other Siates, “take care of your owr
free negroes and we will take care of ours.”
But we do not eay that the negroes, now
there, shall not be itted to live in Illi-
nois, and I think the people of Kansas
ought to have the right to say whether
they will allow them to live there, and if
they are not going to do so, how they are
to dispose of them. BSo you may go on
with all the different clauses of the Con-
stitution. They may be all right; they
.may be all wrong. That is a question on
which my opinion is worth nothing. The
tﬂsinion of the wise and patrivtic Chief
agistrate of the United States his not
worth anything as against that of the peo-
le of Kinmg forgluhey have & n hpl.e?o
judge for themselves, and neither Presi-
dents, nor Senators, nor House of Repre-
sentatives, nor any other power outside of
Kansas, has the right to judge for them.
Hence, it is no justification, in my mind,
for the violation of a great principle of
sel(-government to say that the Constitu-
tion you are forcing on them is not partic-
ularly obnoxious, or is excellsnt in its pro-
visions.

Perhaps, Sir, the same thing might be
said of the celebratad Topeka stitution.
I do not reeollect its peculiar provisions.
I know one thing: We Democrals, we
Nebraska men, would not even look into it
to see what its provisions were. Why?
Because we said it was made by a political
party, and not by the people; that it was
made in defiance of the authority of Con-
gress; that if it was as pure as the Bible,
as holy as the ten commandments, yet we
would not touch it until it was submitted
and ratified by the people of Kansas, in
pursuance of the forms of law. Perhaps
that Topeka Constitution, but for the mode
of making it, would have been unexcep-
tionable. I do not know; I do not care.—
You have no right to force an unexcep-
tionable Constitution on & people. It does
not mitigate the evil, it does not diminish
the insult, it does not ameliorate the wrong
that you are forcing a good thing on them.
I am not willing to be forced to do that
which I would do if I were left free to
judge and act for myself. Hence I assert
that there is no justification to be made for
this flagrant violation of popular rights in
Kansns, on the plea that the Constitution
which they have made is not particularly
obnoxious,

But, Sir, the President of the United
States is really and sincerely of the opin-
jon that the Siavery clause has been fairly
and impartially submitted to the free accep-
tance or rejection of the ople of Knnsas,
and that, inasmuch as that was the exci-
ting and paramount question, if they get the
sight to vote as they please on that subject
they ought to be satisfied; and possibly it
might be better if we would aceept it, and
put an end to the question. Let me ask,
Bir, is the Blavery clause fairly submitted,
50 that the people own vote for or against it?
Suppose I were a citizen of Kansas, and
should go up to the polls and sav, I desire
to vote to make Kansas a Slave State: here
is my ballot.” They reply to me, “Mr.
Douglas, just vote fer that Constitution
first, if you please.” “Oh, no!” T an-
swer, "ly canmot vole for that Constitution
eonscientionsly. 1 am o to the
clause by which you locate certain railroads
in such & way ms to sacrifice my County
and my part of the Siate. I am opposed
to that bankiug system. | am opposed to
this Know-Nothing or American clause in
the Constitution ng.vut the qualification for
offiee. I cannot vote for it.”” Then they
answer, **You shall not vote on making it
a Slave State.” 1 then say, “I want to
make it a Free State.””  They rep:iy. “Yote
for that Constitution first, and then you
can vote to make it & Free State; otherwise

cannot,”’

Thus they diaqualify every Free-State
man who will not first vote for the Consti-
wution; they disquklify every Slave-State
man who will not firsi vote for the Consti-
tution. No matter whether or not the
volers state shat they eanuot conscientious-
Iy vote fur those provisions, they reply.
“You onnnot vote for or against Slavery
here. Take the Constitution a8 wa have
made it, take the elective franchise as we
have established it, take the ailroad lines
as we have located them, take the judiciary
system a8 we have formed it, take it all as
we have fixed it lo suit ourselves, and ask
uo question, but vote for it, or you shall
not vote either for a Slave or a Free Blate,”’
In other words, the legal office of the
sohedule is this: All those who are in [a-
vor of this Constitution may vote for or

against Blavery, as they pleass; but all
those who are agminst this Constitution are

i

disfranchised, and shall not vote at all.—
That is the mode in which the Slavery
tion is submitted. Every man op-
(o the Constitation is disfranchised
on the Slavery clause. How many are
they? They tell you there is a tmajority,
for they say the Conatitution will be voted
down instantly, by an overwhelming ma-
jority, if you allow a negative vote. Thia
shows thata mi:ioril-y are againstit, They
disqualify and disfranchise every man who
in agnainst it, thus referring the Slavery
cluuse to a minority of the l6 of Kan-
sas, and leaving that minority to vote
for or agrinst the Slavery clause, as they
choose.

Let me ask you if that isa fair mode of
| subfmitting the Slavery clause? " Does that
mode of submitting that particular clause
leave the people perfectly free to vote for
or agamst Blavery, as they choose?  Am
I free to vote ns 1 choose on the Slavery
question, if you tell me I shall not voteon
it until I vote for the Maine Liguor Law?
Am | free to vote on the Slavery question,
if you tell me that I shall not vote either
way until I vote for a bank? ls it free-
dom of election to make your right to vote
upon one question depend upon the mode
in which you are going to vote on some
other question which %'mn no connection
with it? Is that freedom of election? Is
that the great fandamental principle of salf-
governmeént, for which we combined and
struggled, in this body, dbd throughout
the country, to eslablish as the rule of ac-
tion in all time to come? The President
of the United States has made some re-
marks in his Message which, itstrikes me,
it would be be very appropriate to read in
this connection. He says:

“The friends and supporters of the Ne-
braska and Kansas Act, when struggling
on a recent occasion to sustain its wise
provisions before the great tribunal of the
American people, never differed about its
true meaning on this subject. Everywhere
throughout the Union they publicly pledg-
ed their fuith and honor that they would
cheerfully submit the question of Slavery
to the decision of the bona fide people of
Kaneas, without any restriotion whatever.
All were cordially united upon the great
doctrine of popular sovereignty, which is
the vital principle of our free institutions,"

Mark this :

**Had it then been insinuated from any
quarter, that it would have been a sufficient
compliance with the requisitions of theor-
ganic law for the members of a Conven-
tion, thereafter to be elected, to withhold
the question of slavery from the people,
and to substitute their own will for that of
a legally ascertained majority of their con-
stituents, this would have been instantiy
rejected.”

The President tells us in his Message
that the whole party pledged our faith
and our honor that the slavery question
should be submitted to the people, with-
out any restriction or qualification what-
ever, Does this schedule submitit with-
out gualification? It qualifies it by say-
ing, *“You may vote on slavery if you will
vate for the Constitution; but you shall
not do so without doing that.”” Thisis a
very important qualification——a qualifica-
tion that controls a man’s vote and his ac-
tion and his conscience, if he is an honest
man—a Qualification confessedly in viola-
tion of our platform. We are told by the
President thatour faith and our honorare
pledged that the slavery clause should be
submitted without quahfication of any kind
whatever; and now am I to be called upon
to forfeiL my faith and my honor in order
to enable a small minority of the people of
Kansas to defraud the majority of that
people out of their elective franchise?  Sir,
my honor is pledged; and before it shall
be tarnished, 1 will take whalever conse-
quences personal to myself may come; but
never ask me to do an act which the Pres-
ident, in his Message, has said is a forfeit-
ure of faith, a violation of honor, and that
merely for the expediency of saving the
party.

I will go as far as any of you to save
the party. I have as much beart in the
great cause that binds us together as a
party, as any man living. 1 will sacrifice
anything short of principle and honor for
the e of the party; but if the party
will not stand by its principles, its faith,
its pledges, I will stand there, and abide
whatever consequences may result from
the position. Letme ask you, why force
this Constitution down the throats of the
people of Kausas, in opposilion to their
wiaEea, and in violation of our pledges.—
What great object is to be attained? Uui
bono! ~ What are you to gain by it? Will
you sustain the party in violating its prin-
ciples? Do you propose to keep the party
united by forcin a division? Stand by
the doctrine lhut%uves the people perfect-
ly free to form and regulate their institu-
tions for themselves, in their own way, and
your party will be united and irresistable
in power. Abandon that great principle,
amf‘:he party is not worth saving, and can-
not be saved, after it shall be violated. 1
trust we areé not to be rushed upon this
question. Why shall it be done? Who
i to be Benefitted? Is the South to be the
ganer? Is the Northto be the gainer?

Neither the North nor the South has the
right to gain a sectional advantage by trick-
ery or fraud. But L am beseeched to wait

until I hear from the eleotion on the 21st
of December. Iam told that perhaps that

| will put icall vight, nnd will save the whole
difficulty, How can it? Perbaps there
| may be a large vote. There may be &
large vots returned. [Laughter.] Butl
deny that it is possible 1o have a lair vole
| on the Blavery clause; and I sa that it is
iuut possible to have a voie on the Consti-
tution. Why wait for the mockerr of an
election, when it is provided unalterably
thai ihe people cannot vote—when the ma-
jority are disfranchised? But 1 am told
|on all sides, *Oh, just wait; the Pro-
Slavery clause will be voted down "' That
ldo-u not obviate any of my objections; it
does not diminish any of them. You bave
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no more right to force a F‘ Con-

stitulion on Kanses than u Slave State
Constitation, If Kansas wiants & Slave
State Constitution, she has a right to it;
if she wants a Free Stats Constitation, she
has a right to it A a

, Do you su , after the pl of m
honor, l.hatll;p::;d go for Ehag;;nciplz
and leave the people o vole as they choose,
that T would now degrade mysall by vo-
ting one way if the Slavery clause be voted
down, and abother way if it be voted up.—
I ‘care not how that vote may stand, 1 take
it for granted that it will be voted ap, I
think I have seen enough in the last three
days to make it certain that it will be re-
turned out, no matter how the vole may
stand. [Laughter.] - :

Sir, I am opposed to that concern, be-
cause it Tooks to me like a system of trick-
ery and jugglery to defeat the fair expres-
sion of the will of the people. There is no
necessity for crowding this measure, so
unfair, 8o unjust as it is inall its aspects,
upon us. hy can we not now do what
we proposed to do in the last Con ?
We then voted through the Senatsan ena-
bling Act, called “the Toombs bill,"”" be-
lieved to be just and fairin all its provisions,

ronounced to be almost perfect by the
nate from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hale,)
only he did not like the man then Presi-
dent of the United Btates, who would have
to made the appointments.

Why can we not take that bill, and, out
of compliment to the President, add to it
a clause taken from the Minnesota aes,
which he thinks should be a‘general rule,
lr:guiril:Eothe Constitution to be submit-

to people. and that? That
unites the rarty You all voted, with me,
for that bill, at the last Congress. Why
not stand by the samebill now? Ignore
Lecompton, ignore Topeka; treat both
those party movemenis as irregular and
void; pass a fair bill—the one that we
framed ourselves, when we were acting
as a unit—have a fuir election, and you
will have peace in the Democratic Farty,
and peace throughout the country, in nine-
ty days. The people want a fair vote.—
They will never be satisfied withont it.—
They mever should he satisfied without a
fair vote on their Constitution.

If the Toombs’ bill does not suit my
friends, take the Minnesota bill of the last
session—the one 8o much commended b
the President, in his message, as lmode{
Let us that as an ennb%gng Act, and
allow the Feople of all parties to come to-

ther and have & fair vote, and I will go

or it. Frame any other bill that secures
a fair, honest vote to men of all parties,
and carries out the pledge that the people
shall be left free to decide on their demestic
institutions for themselves, and I will

with you with pleasure, and with all the
energy I may possess. But if this consti-
tution is to be forced down our throats, in
violation of the fundamental principle of
{ree Government, under a mode of submis-
sion that is a mockery and insult, painful
as it will be to me, | must break all asso-
ciations or connections rather than forfeit
my gﬁnciplas.

I have no fear of any rﬂy associntions
being severed. 1 should regret to see 8o-
cial and politieal ties gevered; but if it must
be, I cannot act with you and preserve my
faith and my honor. I will stand on the
great principle of Popular Sovereigniy,
which declares the right of all people w
be left perfectly free to form and regulate
their domestic institutions in their own
way. 1 will follow that principle wherever
its legal and logical consequences may take
me, and [ will endeavor to defend it against
assault from any and from all quarters.—
No mortal man shall be responsible for my
action but myself. By my action I will
comprotait 1o man.

““Hun Mg.”’—Passing aloug Broadway
some time agoa vehicle was arrested by
some slight obstruction, and the horses
were not quite able to start it; the driver
saw at once that but a very little aid was
needed and turning to aanother Jehu who
was coming behind him, said, *Hub me,
shipmate!”” The other saw as instan.ly
what was required, and, without a mou-

“ment’s hesitation or stop, so guided hisown

horses as to make the hub of his own car-
ringe strike Ii%lhlly againal that of the
other, and eac giving his own animals
a touch of the whip both carringes moved
on almostas easily as if nothing had hap-
ned. Iow many timos in the graut
roadway of life might men “hub™ one
another without incommoding themselves!
A friendly act done, an obligation incurred,
some future act of kindness provoked, ai
the expense of & word, or ony a single
moment's time. The most of us regard
omnibus drivers as rather ruugh speci-
mens of humanity; butever since the is-
cident above related, we have seen a moral
beauty in the odd expression, “Hub me,
shipmate.” Whena man takes a periodi-
cal or a newspaper, he usually becumes 4:-
tached to it, g:gina o fee] that i editor is
his friend; and as often as the ublication
comes he derives from the worr ol its ed-
itor some interesting iem of news, soms
amusing statemen', or sume profitable idea
or suggestion. This is repuated a dozen,
fifty, or a hundred times a year, for which
the dollar or two,or five, of the subsorip-
tion price, is not the shadow of a compen-
sation singly.
Under theieircumsiances, then, we ap-
1 to ench reader of this sarticle in be-
alf of mny publication which he receives,
to help it 1o & new subscriber as ofien aa
an opportunity is offered. by single word
of approbation or wolicitation. There are
many persons who lave so much of the
milk of humen kindness in them, that
thiey would take n papsr mther than réfuse;
and for thak, courtesy you have chances
of doing them a service, just in
to the real worth of the publieation com-
mended. To each present subscriber of
aur Journal we veoture the nr. with
' wuAarsl™

some confidence. “Hus M=,
—New York Journal of Commierce.




